Challenges and Opportunities for
Managing Forensic Data related to
Dead Migrants

Observations from the ICRC
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Latin America and Enforced Disappearances (1980’s)
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Aacteon bo resobve the problen of people uracoounted for 38 3 result of
armad conflct o inbemal vialnce snd 1o 3358t thair familes

ICRE REPORT: THE MISSING AND THEIR FAMILIES

Summady of the Congluileni ariiing Mam Eventi held prics 1o Ehe
Inrsrmatienal Conderense of Governmental and Non-Governmenial
Experts (1931 Pebruary 2003)

http://www.icrc.org

2003 December — 28th International Conference of
the Red Cross and Red Crescent




Families of The Missing: at
the core of investigations
Into their whereabouts




Participation of families
of The Missing

» Contribution to investigation

 Collection of AMD
 Legitimacy of investigations

» Acceptance of results (mourning
& healing)




Data Collection

List of Missing
Ante-mortem data

Circumstances of
disappearance and
possible burial sites




Biological Reference Sample Collection

FAMILY REFERENCE PEDIGREE

Collection of Pedigree Trees
Selection of donors

Entry of donor information in an electronic
data management system (including name
relationship to MP, address and phone
number)

Filtering by place of residence donors are
contacted for appointments

Data on appointments is entered in a
database




RECOVERY LOG
SITE CODE: SITE NAME:

#' | suffix*

Field Case Record

Site Code/

Present
TiesiNo

! Comelative number: 001, 002.. m" SKTLL O
? Indicate B (body]; BP (body part), GBP (individual bones), [
ALANTMBLE |_]

* Only for remains and artefacts other than fisld case record Preseny

TLETH Yes/N
U Recorded by

Versian 1.1; Nevember 2011 iy moo [ wert g 7]
STERNUALMLASTES LT a7

LEFT Mesarsald ¥ |
LEFT Phabnges |17

ot ctaete [

LEFT Seauin ] emacaL [ ASSOCIATED ARTEFAC

LEFT Musmers: [7] THORACIC 1 DESCRIPTION OF CLOTHING:|

LEFTUm ]
LEFTRad: [] LIMRAR | |

|
LEFT Messcarpals [~ KIGHT Cans [

LEFT Bobiage [
SACRIM M) |_

DESCRIPTION OF PERSONAL

LEFT Frree ]

LEFT P[]

LEFT Tiia
O ADTHTIONAL GESERVATION:

LEFT Fibs

Fruie 1.3: Nevember 2011

Version 1.1; November 2011




Laboratory Analysis

Case puber. bones from morgue-0018,

Agency__JCRC

AGE
STATRE

DaleTime__ 220811

CRANIAL MORPHOLOGICAL ANALYSIS FOR SEX DETERMINATION

MNuchal Mastoid Supraorbital
Crest Process

Margin | Glabella ‘

Meantal SEX
Eminence

DETERMINATION

PELVIC MORPHOLOGICAL ANALYSIS FOR SEX DETERMINATION
Sciatic Vi

Subpubic Medial
Concavity Ridge

Notch

SEX
DETERMINATION

Rizht

Left

mendin

HUMERAL AND FEMORAL HEAD
DIAMETERS FOR SEX DETERMINATION

HR

Elsment HeadDiz. || MorF?

Lamendin Mean Age
AGE: Pubic Symphysis (Suchey Brooks)

SIDE | Phass ACGE RANCE

Humems, F <43-47> M
Femur F<4135-45.35>M

AGE: Sternal Rib End (Iscan&Loth)
SIDE & Mo | Phase AGE RANGE

ACE: Epiphyseal Union

AGE: Dental Calcification

ELEMENT ACE ESTIMATION Tooth Phasa AGE ESTIMATION

Ahemate
ELEMENT Length | Lenzth

Diamster

STATURE DETERMINATION /LONG BONE MEASUREMENTS
Maximum

STATURE ESTIMATION

N.O. = Nor Observed  N.R = Nor Recovered
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Background Info

Odontology




IDENTIFICATION
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ANNEX1
DEAD BODY INFORMATION FORM

Unique code:
{Use this same code on
associated files, photographs or stored objects.)

Possible identity of body (Explain reasons for attributing a possibls identity): Unique Code:
A, PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION

Al . Incompleta body
General @ | Complata body (describe):
condition (mark Partially Fuly

- a Ul
one): Well prassnved | Dscomposed | oo ad | skeletonized

Person completing this form
Body part (describa):

Official status: Place & date: | 2 | Apparent sex Mala Famals Undstarmined
(mark one
and describe
evidence):

Describe evidence (genitals, beard, etc):

Signatura:

Age group

Adolsscent
(mark one): =

Recovery details {Include place, date, time, by whom found, and circumstance .
coordinates if available. Indicate if other bodies were recovered in the same are: pwﬁ'_“ﬂl_ Height (crown to heal with units)
possible ralationship, if identified) description

(measure or
mark one): Waight (spacify units) Slim Averags

a) Head hair: Colour: Length: Shapa:

o

CHiA Ni’_i?'bj;\!
PRISIBAND
0l







Crisis Management Center

Recelve Tracing Requests
Compile a Missing Persons List
Collection of AMD

Consent form

Centralization of

information




Forensic Human ldentification

FAMILIES -

FIRST RESPONDERS
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Forensic identification:
multidisciplinary task
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Methods of FHI

 Visual recognition (fresh cadavers)
=+

Circumstantial evidence
(including time/site of occurrence, clothing, etc.)
-+

« Strong AMD-PMD match of biological
profile (sex, age, stature, ancestry)




Challenges

Who is Missing?

Where are the families?

Lack of Political Will / Lack of Resources
Fragmented Systems

Capacities Overwhelmed

Lack of consistency

Multiple languages

Different cultures




Post-Mortem Data

Shift of responsibility

Different Systems

Varying practices:

* Autopsy

« External examination

* Finger printing

« Genetic Sampling
Dental Records
Ancillary Examinations

No centralized repository of information




Ante-Mortem Data and BRS

Families under-report missing persons
Where to report a missing person?
Difficulty in access to the families
Lack of medical/dental data

Limited number of qualified persons to
collect accurate and quality assured data

No standardization
Language barriers

Cultural considerations

No centralized repository of information




Challenges

Lack of coordination (mechanisms: local,
national-regional-international)

Lack of Trust
Lack of resources
Ownership of information
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Opportunities




4 ABARCA LOPEZ
JARETH ALFREDO

Age today | B years old
Nationality : Honduras

ABDELBAGI
AMIRA KAMAL

Age today : 3 years old

P SEARCH

ABASE
AMIRA

Age today - 17 years old
Nationality : Germany

ABDELBAQH
ALIA KAMAL

Age today : 3 years old

% S

NamUs

Missing Persons System

Home My Dashboard MNew Case Search Resources Help FAQ  About MamUs Home

Chiris Vivian ] Laalull
Case N}vlgﬂ ion

Case Information

Circumstances

Physical C

Case Information

Clothing and Accessories Statun Mising = Age

e r Firstame  Jane

Dental
DHA Sample

Midcle fame

Lastllame  Des
Masden Hame

Phatos.
Nickname(s)

Age Now
Race
Emtencity
Sex

Height

i) Date Of Birth  [Jamsary =] [1 =] [1570 = Vieight

Cheis Vivian [E52 Srate] [Lesu]
Repors (il ]
Contacts.
Case nformation

Links Circumstances

nige-stes Cecesenn D

Circumstances

[NU (& oo

Dernal
DMA Sampbe

Police Information
Reports
# conacts

Age today : 44 years old
Nationality : Ireland | Somaka

1234567..128 »

Type of Address [tmer

Addrens Devsription  Easc

City
state

Zip Code
County

Cireumatmnces

M Circumstancas sre viewabls by the public.

Frurcisl Transactions




Capability to import data from different formats
Automatic Extraction of information from other humanitarian

agencies and open sources including social media
Automated sorting, standardization and population of fields
Automatic alerts on the availability

of information




New technologies and
Alternative Sources

Mapping Software (GIS Predictive
Modelling)

Facial Recognition Matching Software
Personal Effects Matching Software
Automatic Translation

Social Media Images
» Tattoos
» Dental
» Personal effects (e.g. jewellery)




Considerations




Validation




Data Protection Principles

"Personal data" means any information relating to an
identified or identifiable individual, including documents
collected or copied in view of contributing to the process of
identification.

“Sensitive data" means data likely to give rise to unlawful or
arbitrary discrimination based on racial or ethnic origin,
nationality, religious or other beliefs, sexual behavior,
criminal background, medical data or health information.

Personal and sensitive data shall be collected and
processed fairly and lawfully, with appropriate safeguards.




Data Protection Principles

The collection and use of personal data should, where
possible, be based on the informed consent of the person
concerned.

Personal and sensitive data may not be processed, used,
disclosed, or transferred for purposes other than those for
which they were collected without the consent of the person
concerned, except if required by a substantial public interest
or for the protection of the vital interests of the person
concerned or of others.

Access to personal and sensitive data should be granted to
the individual to whom the data relate.

» Including the right to challenge the accuracy and completeness of the
data and to have them amended as appropriate



Data relating to Missing Persons

When the fate and whereabouts of missing
persons are being clarified, personal data
can be processed on the basis of the vital
Interest of the person concerned or of
another person, as well as for important
grounds of public interest.




Informed consent & Data transfer

« Data transfer is possible
If agreed by the
concerned person

Exception: individual
cannot be reached and
collection of data is
clearly in his interest.

» In this case, data transfer
must be carefully
considered




Recommendations

Legal/Administrative Framework

Coordination/cooperation multiple stakeholders
(national, regional supraregional mechanisms):

Training and dedicated capacities
Standardization of terminology, forms and

protocols
Centralization of information
Validation and Quality Control

Searchable Database with Different Access
Levels

Family outreach programs, to give and receive
information (AMD/DNA) + psychosocial support
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